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The Nanan
connection in Tiong Bahru -

A Ntory from

O §101€ 511

or nearly a century, a small nondescript temple
Fstood in a corner of Tiong Bahru. Not many
people knew its age. The vast majority of those
who passed by never stepped through its door,
their minds no doubt intent on the food and other
attractions of the area.

The temple was torn down in 2006 and a
spanking new hotel rose in its place. No traces
remain of the temple today, including the iconic
gourd-like burner which gave the temple its popular
name of “hu lu miao” (FEFJE) or “gourd temple”.
Fortunately, members of the Selat Society managed
to recover two old stone tablets from the temple
before its final destruction. In 2011, these artefacts
were handed over to the Lam Ann Association.

Although the stones are silent, the Chinese
characters on them tell the story of the temple’s
early history. We know from the inscriptions that the
temple was set up by early migrants from Nanan
in 1909 and was dedicated to their patron deity
Guangze Zunwang (S F&E) . Further expan-
sion took place in 1918. It was named “Weizhen
Miao” (ER4EJE) after one of the 13 major temples
dedicated to the deity in and around the Nanan
area. Interestingly, the land for the temple was

WA R

provided by Lim Chwee Chian, a respected local
merchant and chairperson of the Ee Hoe Hean
Club, and at the same time a powerful secret so-
ciety headman.

One of the inscriptions stated that the temple
was situated in “yu cai yuan” ( 33 - taro garden)
or “o chai hng” in Hokkien. In the past, the leaf of
the taro plant was used as fodder in pig farming.
Other than the stench of the pigsty, residents of old
kampungs where pigs were farmed were also used
to the whiff of taro leaves boiled in large vessels
together with other ingredients such as rice bran,
daily nutrition for the pigs. Long forgotten by all but
a few old residents, this old place name evokes a
Tiong Bahru very different from what we see today.

Although the inscriptions also recorded those
who contributed to the temple in its early days,
these individuals and firms remain faceless. In the
absence of other records, we will probably never
be able to have a clearer picture of their connection
to the temple. All we can say for sure is that this
used to be a gathering place for a group of early
pioneers from Nanan, that is food for thought the
next time you visit your favourite restaurant or food
stall in Tiong Bahru.
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