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Lin Hui-Yi
X

2" year student at
Tsinghua University,
School of Economics

& Management

International
MBA Programme

EXHEE
(FEmHEZD)
MERSEFFH
BlR, BRI
FRBEXZ
SEFRER
MBAZE,

Visiting China Merchants Bank in Shenzhen as part of an Tsinghua MBA study trip to Shenzhen
and Hangzhou in June 2009.

My EARNING JOURNEY in Beijing

My first memory of coming to
Beijing in August 2008 was

taking the taxi at night from the
Peking Capital Airport and passing
by the Olympics Bird’s Nest Stadium.
I remember being amazed to see the
large structures of the Stadium and
the Water Cube. That larger-than-
life feeling struck me as I started my
learning journey in China. I came
to Beijing with my husband, and
embarked on a two-year International
Masters in Business Administration
(MBA) program at Tsinghua
University. Now, after 18 months, I
think that I have personally developed
greatly in various aspects.

One key thing that I know will
carry through my life is the group
of friends that I have made during
the last 18 months. My class of 100
students comprises quite equally
both Chinese and overseas students.
Discussing group projects, sharing
life experiences and celebrating
festive seasons together with people
that I may not have met if I were not
in Beijing has definitely made life
colourful. I am rather active in various
student activities, such as representing
my faculty in the university badminton

tournaments and organizing social
awareness seminars in school; a large
part of the fun is getting to know
people with similar interests but
different backgrounds, and learning
from one another.

On the business side, being in
Beijing has allowed me to understand
a little more about the economic
development and how business is
done in China. Beijing is a cultural
and political centre of China, and
to me it is a good starting point to
explore the rest of China. I try and take
the opportunity to travel to various
cities, including Harbin, Qingdao,
Xian, Shanghai, Hangzhou, Shantou
and Shenzhen. Trying to understand
each city’s unique economic drivers
and business practices by observing
and talking to the locals has taught
me a lot. Combining these learning
points with the business management
theories and business case studies
in class, I have definitely gained a
deeper insight on the challenges and
business opportunities as the socio-
economic factors change, whether
it is in the growing middle income
level purchasing power, rural devel-
opment, low-carbon development, IT

innovation, etc.

Being away from home has also
led me to try and connect to my
roots, to appreciate Singapore and to
expand my view of the world. I have
been brought up to know that it is
important to know my roots. Being
fluent in Mandarin is definitely an
essential skill here, and I am grateful
for my Chinese teachers’ teachings. |
realize that there is a lot in common
that Singaporean Chinese share with
Mainland Chinese, such as Confucian
values, festival traditions and even
MediaCorp drama serials, but there
are also many differences, in food,
systems, outlook in life etc. So I have
also been rethinking about how I
define being Singaporean and being
Chinese; this is something that some
of my Chinese friends ask me too.
And definitely one thing I hope to do
is to visit Lam Ann, to imagine how it
was like some 80 years ago when our
ancestors migrated to Nanyang, and
to see how it is like now.

Well, I think there is still much
more exploration ahead, and I look
forward to learning more about China
and myself.
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