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60th Anniversary Nanyang Grasslands
Memories of My Father Huang YiHuan (Ng Aik Huan)

Ng Eet Hiong

My profound fatherly love had not only nurtured the
most ideal upbringing environment, but also painstakingly
paved my growth. To the best of my memory, my father
had devoted almost his entire life in the establishment
and development of Nanyang Chinese Community.

| was having a leisure stroll in Yunnan Garden Cam-
pus recently. Although it was not my first visit, a myriad
of thoughts emerged into my mind. The well preserved
historical monumental landscapes, coupled with the fur-
ther development of modern buildings and dormitories,
reflected a modernized world-renowned University. It fully
exhibited the competitiveness in the development pace
with other worldwide top Universities. While dining in the
Campus, one could feel the diversity of ethnic groups of
worldwide students and most importantly, the mere inte-
gration of cross cultures. When Nanyang University was
founded, its original objective was to provide education

to South Pacific countries. Presently Nanyang Techno-
logical University has developed in world-class facilities,
engaged in advanced research projects and specialized
grants, the founders of Nanyang University had deeply
been gratified.

My father Huang Yihuan was involved in the initial
development of Nanyang University, which always makes
me feel honored and proud. During my childhood, as |
could recall, after the end of World War Il, a great number
of students in Nanyang lost educational opportunities due
to China’s closed policy. At the same time, the British Co-
lonial Government was aggressively promoting English
Education System and ruling out Chinese education, in
order to dilute the recognition of cultural identity in Over-
seas Chinese. This was once a great concern of Chinese
in both Singapore and Malaysia. At that time, my father,
together with other Uncles, Mr. Liushi, Mr. Panshou and
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Mr. Degen, often had meetings in Ee Ho Hean Club to
investigate happening events, resolving conflicts and
discuss pertaining to the strategic futures of Chinese
community. After much consideration and discussions,
the seniors of Chinese community eventually reached a
consensus to form a Chinese University outside China,
Southeast Asia to meet the needs of the Chinese com-
munity. This helped to break the Chinese children’s learn-
ing difficulties and enhanced Chinese cultural heritage
in South Pacific region. In 1953, Uncle Liushi stood out
with other Chinese leaders, devoted themselves in the
establishment of the University. My father and Chinese
leaders in Yingzhou took tirelessly repeated trips to the
Malay Peninsula and Borneo to make propagandas and
speeches, actively calling for donations from local Chi-
nese merchants for University’s fundraising. The great
significance of this University was acknowledged and
attracted tremendous support by Chinese communities
from Singapore and Malaysia. As a result, the Nanyang
University was successfully established.

In my young memory, my father was always close
at hand. After World War Il, social unrest accompanied
with commotions, strikes, and kidnapping were common
happenings. My father was a low profile social activist
and my mother passed away at my young tender age. As
the only child, my father cared for me much and kept me
closed to him. Everyday after school, he took me to Ee Ho
Hean Club, where my father and other uncles were busy
with meetings. | could not help complaining at that time.
Their serious faces were still vivid in my mind. Most of the
time, | did my homework alone without disturbing them.
Sometimes | fell asleep there, and went home with my
apologetic father after | woke up at late night. When there
were no meetings, the uncles would spent time playing
with me, and my father took every possible opportunity
to talk to me. This was the happiest time in my childhood.

My father was born in an obscure village in southern
China, grew up in an era of social unrest. Due to poverty,
he has obtained much education. However, his perse-
verance prevailed over these severe conditions. While
witnessing other villagers went to Southeastern Asia for
work and brought money back for their families to build
houses and thus enhanced better lives, my father was
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quite envious. He persuaded my grandparents to allow
him to travel to Southeastern Asia, at a young tender age
of 13. Young and penniless, he got a ticket on credit and
sailed to Nanyang alone. He started as an apprentice in
a variety of handyman work. Being diligent and thrifty, he
accumulated his first bucket of gold and built up his social
network and reputation. He always took the initiative to
support other Chinese community and hence extended
his network to other successful Chinese businessmen,
which helped to establish his business enterprise.

My father once told me that he was a simple person
and wanted a simple life, and being contented would
always be happy. However, having witnessed all the
hardships in China and Nanyang, my father’s mind had
been germinated with the creation of freedom society
with mutual respect, justice and peace, coexisting with
various ethnic societies. As an ordinary folk, my father
was supposed to lead an ordinary life. However, he had
always prioritized the interests of Chinese Community
social responsibilities over himself. He have done every-
thing he could to help the public, especially the Chinese
Community. Therefore, after the establishment of Nan-
yang University in 1956, he had fully devoted his whole
life to Nanyang University, via contributions to all kinds
of works, including as a member of executive board, as
well as financial controller. He had educated and trained
in Singapore and Malaysia thousands of people in all
walks of life. All these contributed to his extraordinary life.

With the approaching of Nanyang University 60th
Anniversary, just as our alumni and former Dean, Mr.
Zheng Fenxing, has mentioned that Nanyang University
is still the same University, however the esprit of Nanyang
University will exist forever in the hearts of Chinese com-
munity in Nanyang. The foundation and development of
Nanyang University is not only the epitome of my father’s
life, but also great pioneering work for the Chinese com-
munity in Singapore and Malaysia at that time. My father
had spent his life for the community, the society and the
country. As his son, it makes me deeply proud!

From the encouragement of many Nanyang Univer-
sity’s alumni and friends, | have humbly written this article.
Please bear with my deficiencies.



W RR

R

R RE KR

RFEEZIF IR RKKRIE EAIEE, RLSFe
FRARREIXETRARRRAKRENKEIRT. A
ERENRRS REERNBETRKBIRTE—
N EEEKT , AXRFERFRE, RRELE
BTKE, REREMH—8. RRZESFR—EHEE
ERRFGEHEMRR T ER, MELITEIEFL
THIANREEIGNRER MRS EAMIBN L&
B, ARTIAFNZERIZRIENFFHETRK,
DARBEA I LIER,

BE-ENREREANEE, SNEIENEIHAR
BV WIS R — R, REE-FKE, TUR
M- NAELEPITE, TLIMNNIERZANE
X, HARZ AWHEN ., REXRIRNEFED 6T
ENERWRE—ZM, AIMEEIT1958F, =rfayity
BRTSHFRERZFRENLHE, BIELENLTA

o

. RIZFBIRUESR

e PR i

RAMAER, (REREVAIWAR, TEBRERNF
i, AEREDT,

WELHE, —RESBKREIKENEENETRL
B, HX, HEtXtAIERER, BREEEN
NiEfF-EREREZENIE, EISREEARE
EEm|.

(ft%: RERB_FZDGNNFEHEZEE—EFER
& X AUBRHHELA, BZMEHES
Ao REZXEFHBII FREBTTH R EFH B FIAE 75
U7, fbBEEE1842FEBEXBEEMEEZ—. 0

REFHRP—PIFREBRAZKELKEA. )

EHT (EARREHRANES) ARBRERFENET




ZEURENEF, BEENENMAYE, RFIQ
g, B, 1905F HAETREEEMEHREER
WA, +=FHRASNPERFIEREF R LR,
NI 0 eS, R AMSE T ZMITIL, Mok
BIAGEN), LB, BRE-IPAREBEBLR
b, BEREARERAEA, BARER, M8
EOHET, EEER, hEREMNERE, X=X
ERMAANESE, X857, BBERERLEMA.
A E N FRES A £ R, FUEME S HREB TS,
R REZIL, G UIRE, MARFE
Rt —EMRERNERBNESRIRE, S
WMRRIMEBERS, REFFERPR ‘R . R
IR RIFEERT, BRITLANZE, EWMRE

EHRERMAEREES, HMEHIRUEEBRITE
T, MXHRMAAERAMBTRT AR, TG
BTHRINBAENETF, tutREHBEB - —RKE¥
—tHE, ARt

THREER, SHBFERENNR, RNFEL
THEF, FRJLVFARSE, FABESTRITAIR
M, R TRARENER. HEABIRM AR,
XEE, XX%F, HREMQEZETHRFL. MEH
BERREXHSE, BERRANRNE -—ERERIRE
LT &ML,

B, KREEFERFQ, HE, UR=AIEL
IBRRERERA, g “HRABEZHELE" , mE
ZHE, ATEFI-LHBENERODAREENE,
FrEA, Bt —MNEBEMANE ML, &8 NBEUR
DEE,

I ARIREE

MAERFF T %5, HES. BF. =&
M —RiTE, ERASMAFN, BRINZAH
wHENEN, RANNRERERE, S4FLER
i, MAMERERAL, X a1E8%EME— B
W, ELEFEFORME, AHFE, ‘AL, BE
BS, MATFBERNT — LB EBELE LS
%, ‘ML, L—AH BREIDLIXRER, ‘SK
T AAREESHER, FESMARLRELAR
FTEFORE, ERBERTRIEIAMET.

FAARBMERIA, XTHPLRFIER TR
BEATRIK, SARRRELET, BR/MERRE
LE, REMARE, MAeS%bE—1k,

NEHE, R EMIEKIR, BRAKERE kSRR
KEBEERFERIR, MTERERARALER, 2
HERBREERE, EF—ET, BEEROHIL,
REBSOBEIEKIRE, BMEBRE LMD, =
SHE, BIEE SO ABOIREE KR, YKIRENE
HWRSESE, FEAMGEERER, Ot S awmE

18 - BR&W / #374

(A

R/ X HKE

N

KELGMT . e, MEERALEPREEWALZ
ZO

oy

B—0E, BBE7—-E&, BHRREEEXLH.
BEIT—B&%, —HE, —HH —ERAKE. Z
TIREE, F-47F, —EHFEM €. REF-KED
., BRKEVDEE, BRENEMOBTRE, BxE
MB—ELk, WMEAERBESGH. ’RIE RFTEEX

KREIZR, “#hie? " B8R, ‘&7 BE. 88
ESEE: "EARRAFMBECSE" , BMmE—WM

B, BEETHEREELEEL, WEMET, &
REBEHAIT, AT —Ftk. BH¥EE, B
HENAS T, An—FBHRER.

P ARIBE(19775)

BMNEFRERFINK, MARIEHREEMmH
HET, BXEREEDPEN, E2BMARET, |
MABET, RESRKRENSLETAEE. H
X#, ERENSER—ERIET.

B—XR, BRRFOxR, EFHEMBAMERIIRLT
HERES, RFMBIBAZEMEIRET, WIEHFK
W FAATHFRABEMAE, ERERLTH, E
g3IttT”  BEERERNAER, HFRFEERX
NER, BBBN, RSARN, KHEROEZ
BEWERE, £2X, RM-REERTFT LS
i, E-RFEEREBEMA L, BERKL. KL
RIBNEMA, BRBXNAERNMEGRABFH, XaT
FTH23 "BILBEEARESE, ARREMHLL" BWE
5., BEFHBHEFERBNML, BEHFRAEEA
&, ERMACREMNIIEL,

BIExR, RRANMLBESE, 2FETER
BEARE. BREAKH, BEEBELHEAT, BFLQ
1, E4T.

HIERR, ERBAR, E84EE, 2EZIMA
RENA, #HKEIE, HF-—NHEA, BEKZITE
MtTs, BT, SR, LLAFTHOR, RBB
— IR T KRR, FEHAZRK, ZLFRR
RE, AT RURELIFRE, FTUBMHIERIE
THELF.

EHBERAZ AR, BRHEMANERZR
By, XKR#F, EFMSRERBILMNLIRE, &
TRAZHER, MAEWEAR, EEBIBLAZH
IBE, RAES.

B AMPNRRFLERITIRIT 5, 2L ZFHE
A&, AREXECHH, BECHET. BTX
XERR, XITIE, BB THRNXLEFINENR, BHFM
WAER T k. FAMRAEE, EERNBEITLRE
. FANEAEMERE, BiM2KZHRIEED L,

P, fREEM! T



I“E%}’t"ﬁ#ﬁﬁ? Ly

zELR
Eﬁgiﬂﬂ‘iz& ] $§B\ i 15-
ERTUEREREREE L% EliiABssMZ 5t
FMEER ST R SR TR S B B A

R, HEFHE, e
WS, FAER., BN
M. ME, M. Res, WER
N > BRES. W, EEAL. HAH, HK

e >Rt 3
HRIZ & Wt 01/11/2014 b5 B AR AR NI E
HEE L RS ERTMAR AN 21/02/2015
BB RLEMEARAM 12/03/2015 IBEHE: SEEH—F BN
FECRKRLBFZ RLEIRKHARAM 29/03/2015 B 7T 104
FELKEMTL B RIEFR B AR AT 12/04/2015
YR & BSBEGE T RA X AM 22/05/2015 imiERiE: 8127 8508 (4:1F)
MRIE & Bttt 02/06/2015 9687 3733 (English)
B 2 R i 03/06/2015
Fil#H S B EMKFARAR At 07/07/2015

KU L BRSETIR S AR AN 11/07/2015

ERARNA Hﬂll..‘jc*&ﬁl‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
SEE R GREPBML RSB RR ERAXAME 12072015 =HitE =
RINERERFEF NS RESERRK BEBRAK AT 14/07/2015

EReW /%3784 - 19




ﬂlaﬁ‘ﬁj Iﬂjlgﬂﬁ_)

"EIRTANR" B "EXRFEORRS

ATEEFMEERESVFFEEER, ARDISI5T2015FE8A9H(EHH)LF,
L2 ERZEERET
EXFFL{Y" (National Day Observance Ceremonies),
MRS ERESEMERRBILINLK.

BE8m¥ ESIEFERRS, HIARILE
R E8R595 Z2EMEEER
B EORIE HESHENSHERCEHMEESEFLELEARMIEE

B 195025 HESHYUSEMER
2 BFTR B R AL Ut R E 1T A REAL
Hixfs54)

HRZ: (EBHEERE

A& HRIED, FRIEBENXEED "EXEFEAEERIE" ,
ZHRRNZ, FEERARSIMERSEXEESHIE.
RIBIEEES, ST, SHKEXEFEFRN.

REENE, 15267373866 (BRI Abigin],

% WHEET GERSE WEE SEWEL. SRAN: BED REEIE s _ \ e
F mis BER WEI6ARE WATHE HEE BT SREL TR AMSTRARRA D
2
=

WAZ RiBHE. TN, HEW. AEE. KW ABH. TR %8.1%:(65)67458733 W34 www.pcl.com.sg



